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decision must have exercised a fully justifiable influence
on the direction, method, and scope of the conduct of the
war, and that a reciprocal action in advising the Crown
would have had to exist between diplomacy and strategy ?
If I acquiesced even at Versailles in not being sum-
moned to vote on military matters, I was nevertheless, as
leading minister, responsible for the proper political utili-
sation of the military, as well as of the foreign situation;
and I was constitutionally the responsible adviser of the
King in the question whether the military situation ren-
dered advisable any particular political steps, or the
refusal of any particular demand from other Powers. At
that, time I sought as far as possible to procure such
intelligence about the military situation as I required for
forming an opinion on the political, by keeping up confi-
dential relations with some of the unemployed royalties
who formed the ' second step' at the headquarters, and met
at the H6tel des Reservoirs; for these princely gentlemen
learnt considerably more about the military transactions
and views than the responsible Minister for Foreign
Affairs, and gave me many a very valuable piece of infor-
mation which they assumed was of course no secret for
me. Russell, too, the English correspondent at head-
quarters, was usually better informed than myself as to
the views and occurrences there, and was a useful source
of intelligence.

In the Council of War Roon was the only supporter of
my opinion that we should lose no time about ending the

war if we wanted to make sure of stopping interference
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